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CORRESPONDENCE OP JUDGE N. B. TUCKER. 
(Continued from page 96.) 
Prom William C. Preston. 
My Dear Sir: Washington. 

Your two letters are capital, especially the last. Your view 
of the tendency of the subtreasury is novel, striking and true. 
Clay requested me to express to you his admiration. I forwarded 
them to Judge White, who left here some time since, & has been 
languishing along the road. Your allusion to Dick Lewis the 
Ursa Major is somewhat obscure. Some have supposed that 1 
was the constellation alluded to. As to Lewis he is the most 
thoroughgoing of Calhoun's followers, and when the old dragon 
swinges the scaly horrors of his folded tail, Dick Lewis is the 
tuft. He is habitually cornered about the H. of R. with Blair, 
is regarded as a purveyor for the Globe, and is of a clique with 
Bynum & Duncan. 

From a certain agitation of the tail there is a suspicion that 
C. is taking some new stand. This is certain that he and his 
are now willing that Harrison should beat their new friends, so 
it be not done with their aid, believing it will be easier to come 
in after Harrison than after Van Buren. Not that Calhoun has 
any maukish reluctance to kill his own friends, old or new, but 
he thinks they can more certainly be killed by others than him- 
self. He and Benton are fast approaching an open war. Let 
me tell you in your ear that Ritchie is pledged to Calhoun in the 
contest expressly. It is not known in Richmond, but it is true, 
and that was one of the considerations offered by this poor devil 
Roane, whose want of manliness, if it be not excused, is cer- 
tainly equalled by his want of sense. 

You seem to me to entertain the erroneous idea that S° Car. 
was frightened out of her nullification. This is a great mistake. 
Ask Leigh, who was on the spot. When the compromise bill 
passed, Hayne was governor, Hamilton prime minister, and I 
(for the want of a better) was leader of the house. As soon as 
the bill was proposed, we met in Charleston, and agreed upon 
the course which the state afterwards took. Amongst the con- 
spicuous men McDuffy alone doubted. 

Thompson deserves all you have said of him, but you ought 
not to forget that Hayne & especially Hamilton have stood out, 
and many others have not bowed to Baal. Harper, alas ! follows 
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Calhoun blindfold, and did us immense injury. He broke us 
down in the central districts, where but for him we should have 
maintained ourselves. I very much wish that you could be here 
for a few days to see the boiling of this cauldron. It is a rare 
spectacle ; besides I should consider it a great happiness, to have 
you for some days. 

With great respect, I am, Dear Sir, 

y Obt. Svt, Wm. C. Preston. 

18th Feb'y, '40. 

B. Tucker, Esqr. 

From Judge John B. Christian. 

Washington, 10th Augt., 1841. 
My Dear Sir : 

I have been waiting ever since my arrival in this place, hoping 
I might find something of interest to write you about, beyond 
what you saw in the public papers ; but really everything here is 
in so fluctuating and doubting a state that I have been afraid to 
venture any opinion. You see that the President has the Bank 
bill; though nothing is known as to what he intends doing, I 
have no doubt he will veto it. And then the question is, what 
will be done, what is to be the state of things ? The Cabinet, it 
is understood, are all in favour of the bill, but they don't want a 
dissolution, they want to hold their places, and hence they are in 
a quandary. I think it probable, though by no means certain, 
that Webster & Badger are honest in wishing the President safe 
out of his difficulty, and will probably adhere to him firmly 
under all circumstances. Critenden is honest, likes both Tyler 
and Clay, but his peculiar position is such that he is obliged to 
go with Clay ; the others, Ewing, Granger and Bell, are faithless, 
& not to be trusted, and if they don't quit voluntarily, which I 
doubt, must be made to march under Presidential orders; this 
I presume will be. It seems to be still uncertain (if the President 
vetoes) whether they will break up at once, or attempt some 
other plan; that will be as Clay pleases, and what he will do 
will depend upon the manner in which the veto is received. If 
in his opinion there is enough of indignation against the Presi- 
dent, there will be an adjournment, otherwise, there will be still 
farther attempt to compromise. The course of action on the 
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other side will depend much upon what is done or attempted by 
the Nationals. But so far is certain, the President and his 
friends see that it has from the first been the design of Clay and 
his partisans to destroy him (the President), and actuated by 
that innate principle of self-defence, he has gone to work to 
defend himself. I think he has a strong game in his own hand, 
and if he play it out with nerve, he must succeed. Clay has now 
found (when too late) that he has played too strong and bold a 
game. Ten days ago the game was to force the President to a 
veto, and this very bill was designed for that, and Clay's friends 
were bragging that the President dare not veto, that he had not 
the nerve to do so, but since that they have heard the distant 
thunder, they have ascertained that there is to be a decided & 
fatal split of the party, and that that split gives the President 
infinitely more strength with the Whig party than they had any 
idea of. And now they are (when too late) wooing and using 
every sort of inducement and blandishment to prevail upon the 
President to sign. Your numbers written for the Madisonian 
reached here just at that time, when the case was pretty much 
on a balance , and it was not known exactly what course Clay & 
his friends would take, they were beginning to compromise, and 
many thought they would bring their compromise down to meet 
the views of the President, which at that time was not in fact 
desired by many of the President's friends, & hence it was 
thought best to delay publication, until Clay & his friends were 
so far committed as not to be able to retreat. Wise did not 
exactly take this view, & was in favour of immediate publication, 
& not understanding exactly the views of the Editor of the Madi- 
sonian, sent the numbers to the Enquirer. Probably that may 
be as well; the Madisonian will republish them, however, which 
will answer. Now you can't write too much or too strongly to 
demonstrate to the Whig party the justice of adhering to the 
President, and the selfish perfidy of Clay in his course on the 
Bank. 

Please let me hear from you. I shall remain here probably a 
week longer. 

My best respects to Mrs. Tucker, & believe me truly y r friend, 

J. B. Christian. 

Though I have written a long letter, I have written in haste 
to go by this day's mail, which I fear will close before it reaches 
it. J. B. C 
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From Judge John B. Christian.* 

Washington, 11 Sept., 1841. 
Dear Sir : 

On this day, Ewing, Bell, Badger and Critendon sent in their 
resignations. And on this day, the President nominated in their 
places A. P. Upshur for the Navy, Walter S. Forward, of P a , 
for the Treasury; John McLean of Ohio, of War, and Hugh S. 
Legare as Attr. Gen'l. The veto to the 3 rd Bank hill went in on 
the day before yesterday. 

I have no time to add more. My best respects to Mrs. Tucker. 
Yrs truly, J. B. Christian. 

I shall leave here the day after to-morrow. 



From Waddy Thompson. 

Greenville, Sept. 13, 1841. 
My Dear Sir: 

I greatly fear that in writing you this letter I incur the risk 
that you may regard me as being guilty of an indelicacy, a con- 
sequence to which I would not subject myself to secure the 
object upon which I address you. If (as, no doubt, it is) I am 
presuming to trespass upon the relations which I bear to you, I 
beg you to believe that there is no other man to whom, under 
similar circumstances, I would have written. At the close of 
the last session of Congress, Mr. Webster inquired of a friend of 
mine whether there was anything in the way of office which I 
wished. After a consultation with me, that friend stated to Mr. 
Webster that I would take the mission to Mexico. Directly after 
the inauguration, Mr. Webster mentioned the matter to Gen. 
Harrison, who, with the unanimous approbation of his Cabinet, 
very promptly, and in a very flattering manner, gave his assent. 
I am informed that Mr. Tyler has frequently since his accession 
said that the appointment should be offered to me. I have been 
not a little surprised to learn recently that he doubts about it. 
Now I cared very little about it at first, and already regret that 
the matter ever was talked about, but now it would be deeply 

* John B. Christian, brother-in-law of President Tyler, attended 
William and Mary College in 1816; was Judge of the General Court of 
Virginia. 
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mortifying to be thus trifled with. This hesitancy of Mr. Tyler's 
is the result of more than one dirty personal intrigue, of which 
I am not inclined to be the victim, and I have, therefore, to ask 
that if altogether compatible with your relations to Mr. Tyler, 
and your sense of what is proper, that you will address him on 
the subject, and I should be glad that President Dew would do 
the same. 

Tyler was right in vetoing the Bank bill; he could not have 
signed it without subjecting himself to the charge of resorting 
to a subterfuge, for the compromise, as it was called, was nothing 
else. I pay very little attention to the political gossip of Wash- 
ington. I only look to the public acts of the President, and in 
that he was right. If, as is stated, he undertakes forming a 
third party, of which the old Van Buren party is to be the leader, 
he is an infatuated and doomed man. The leaders of that party 
are wooing him, as they did Calhoun, to their foul embraces, and 
as they are ready to do with Calhoun, whenever he is no longer 
useful to them, they will spurn him from them. I do not know 
Mr. Tyler very well, but much is to be excused to a high-spirited 
man, who is irritated with the haughtiness and overbearing dic- 
tation of Clay. Very respectfully & truly, 

Yr fr. and servt, &c, W. Thompson, Jr. 



From Judge A. P. Upshur.* 

Baltimore, Sept. 16, 1841. 
My Dear Tucker : 

Never in my life have I felt so strongly as now the need of 
a sincere & judicious friend. My mind is laboring most pain- 
fully with the doubts which beset it. Shall I accept the office 
of Sec'y of the Navy or not ? I have promised to do so if I pos- 
sibly can. I have even qualified, conditionally, to my com- 
mission. I have not, however, notified my acceptance to the 

* Abel Parker Upshur was born in Northampton county, Va., January 
17, 1790; killed by the explosion of a cannon on the Princeton, February 
28, 1844; studied law; appointed Judge of the General Court of Vir- 
ginia in 1826; in 1829, member of the State Convention; 1841, made 
Secretary of the Navy; 1843, Secretary of State. He was the author of 
"A Brief Enquiry into the True Nature and Character of our Federal 
Government; Review of Judge Joseph Story's Commentaries on the 
Constitution," Petersburg, 1840. 
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Sec'y of State, & have left the comm : with the President, with 
an express understanding that it is not accepted. The oath was 
taken only to enable me to enter on the duties of the office with- 
out further delay, whenever I should definitely resolve to accept 
it. This, I presume, is not an acceptance within the meaning of 
our constitution. The actual bona fide taking of office is alone 
contemplated, & this I have not done. In the first place, I want 
your views of this matter. 

And now, supposing myself still free, how ought I to act with 
reference to the duty which I owe to my family ? Supposing my 
W ms bg land to sell only for the outstanding mortgages that are 
due on it, I have 10,000 dollars to raise in the course of 7 years. 
Holding my present office, & retrenching somewhat the expenses 
of my family, I can accomplish this & shall then have my prop- 
erty & my salary free, and this is all that I want. If I succeed 
in the claims which you know I am prosecuting, then my debts 
are paid at once, & I have an income as large as I desire. This 
is the situation to which I have long looked as consummating 
the happiness of my life. The balance of it may then be passed 
in elegant leisure, & my family will be provided for when I die. 

Now view the other side. If I take office, I have ascertained 
that I can save not less than $3,000 per annum. Of course, at 
the end of my term, I retire free from debt, with "Vaucluse" 
and my negroes. Supposing that I do succeed in my Staunton 
claims, then I have so much more besides. In the meantime, 
my improvements at home will suffer as a matter of course. 
However, I have one daughter, & to keep her at "Vaucluse" with- 
out the means of seeing any more of the world than the E. Shore 
is burying her alive. If I take office, therefore, I have these 
advantages: (1) I shall be in the way of better offices, if such 
should offer. (2) I shall have a chance to pay my debts & dis- 
embarrass myself. (3) In bringing my daughter properly out in 
the world. (4) The honor, &c. The disadvantages are: (1) Loss 
of a certain, but moderate provision, which I now enjoy. (2) 
The exchange of great leisure for great trouble of responsibility. 
(3) The sacrifice of personal comfort — but this I do not regard. 

Take as another element of the calculation. My sincere desire 
to aid Tyler, who is going to give us the right sort of adminis- 
tration. I misunderstood him, & did him injustice. I have told 
him that I would accept, unless for reasons which he himself 
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would admit to be good. Do you see any such in what I have 
written ? 

Upon the whole, I am much inclined to think that I ought to 
put the matter upon this issue. If I succeed in my Staunton 
claim, duty to my family will require me to decline; otherwise, 
to accept. What think you ? 

I wrote to } r ou from Washington, asking you to meet me there. 
I at that time designed to return immediately, & enter on the 
duties of my office. Afterwards, I saw the President, & it was 
determined that I should go to Virg% & arrange my matters 
there before accepting. I go at 5 o'clk on Saturday. If you can 
possibly come here before that time, what a relief it would be to 
me ! If you could do it, write to me at once. What an evil is 
poverty ! What a slavery is debt ! If you fall in with Dr. Mayo, 
give him my whereabouts. I do not know how to address a letter 
to him. 

I shall send this under cover to Tyler, & shall write you a 
mere note, addressed to Fauquier, to let you know that this is 
in Washington. 

All this is, of course, confidential. I do not wish it to be 
known that I have any doubt of accepting, for it might possibly 
injure Tyler by indicating a backwardness in his friends to come 
into his Cabinet. I should have no hesitation if I were at liberty 
to consider only myself. 

Yours most truly, A. P. Upshur. 



From Jud«e A. P. Upshur. 

Washington, Nov. 15, 1841. 
My Dear Judge : 

Your letter brings me very agreeable intelligence. Cole has 
a cheap farm, & I have made as good a sale as I expected. I do 
not know what it is necessary for me to do; however, I will 
enclose such a paper as I suppose Cole will be satisfied with. 
The best plan is to let Southall prepare the necessary papers, & 
forward them for my signature. 

I do most earnestly desire to give Murdaugh an appointment. 
I have not made a single purser, because the service requires 
none, but whenever I have it to do, I will think of him. There 
is one man who has been doing that duty faithfully & under 
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trying circumstances, whose claims I cannot overlook, & he alone 
will be proposed, if I am left to myself. Tell him that the Navy 
will probably, nay, certainly, be increased, & that he need not 
let his sensitiveness prevent him from being still an applicant. 
He knows that there is no reason to entertain such a feeling, so 
far as I am concerned. In the meantime, he can go on & make 
other arrangements contingently. He has all my good wishes, 
for he is exactly such a man as I like to have. 

I have mentioned to T[yler] my views of what he owed to 
you. I thought he was rather cold, but we were interrupted 
before our conference was ended. I shall know more by and by. 
We will play to win the game, that is certain. We have had no 
further conversation on the fiscal agency question, which I pre- 
sume is postponed for Webster's return. 

That I should be delighted to see you here at Christmas I need 
not say, but that you will do any good by coming, I do not be- 
lieve. It is due to you to say so, in all candor. You will be 
surprised that I should still think there is some chance for our 
principles. Tyler has a real disposition to carry them out, & 
he will do so, if he does not fall too much into the power 
of locofocos. Individually, they count more St. Eights men 
than the Whigs, but as a party, they are committed to the most 
centralizing measures. Nothing but a course of great prudence 
will enable us to keep them at a reasonable distance from T. 
If they will act out their professions, we will not complain of 
them, but I fear them. At all events, their measures will be 
taken very early in the session, and as they will act on strictly 
party principles, neither you nor any other man can change their 
course, nor the course of him who relies on them. But this 
need not prevent you from visiting Washington as a matter of 
personal gratification. It is worth while for you to see, by the 
example of your own country, "with how little wisdom a nation 
may be governed." 

I am sincerely glad that Thompson has obtained the mission 
to Mexico. This looks better than I hoped for. My wife, who is 
sitting at my elbow, desires her love to Mrs. T., & asks what is 
the name of your young son. This is an important matter with 
all womankind. She also desires to know whether Mrs. T. has 
any preference for the particular form of her covered dishes. 
If not, she can order them by letter; otherwise, she will have to 
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wait till she goes to Baltimore ; & that will not be for some time 
to come. 

I send my power of Atty. upon a whole sheet of paper in order 
that the contract may be written on the back of it, if necessary. 
I hope the matter may be so arranged as to disconnect me 
entirely from the land and the mortgages. 

I will give Cole any sort of security that he wants for the 
balance that I shall owe him. 

Yours truly, A. P. Upshur. 



From Waddy Thompson. 
My Dear Sir: Greenville, Nov. 10, 1841. 

My trunk was in my carriage to-day, but I was unexpectedly 
detained until to-morrow, when I shall leave home for Alabama. 
I am glad it was so, as by remaining at home I have received 
your letter by the mail of to-night. I will not, for reasons which 
you will appreciate, say that I thank you for the interest you 
have manifested for me and the services rendered. I am sure 
you would not have felt the interest you have for one who you 
did not believe would justly appreciate it. None could so well 
as yourself say to Mr. Tyler whether my states' rights opinions 
were fixed or not. You well know the repugnance which I had 
to taking up Genl. Harrison at first on account of his supposed 
latitudinarianism. I presented these difficulties at the time, and 
you, more than any one else, removed them as is known to my 
friends. I shall never forget, & have often repeated, your illus- 
tration of the man with the leg which was mortifying, objecting 
to an amputation, because he preferred a good natural to a 
wooden leg. You were right. The country was in the hands of a 
reckless, ignorant, unprincipled pack. The first duty of patriot- 
ism was to drive them out, and then in our own good time settled 
our own family disputes in our own way. It is false and insult- 
ing to States' Eights men to say that by co-operating in the 
election that they pledge themselves to support any measures. 
The only question distinctly involved was the corruption, in- 
competency and misrule of those then in power. I put it upon 
this in every electioneering speech I made in and out of Con- 
gress. I send you a passage marked in a speech I made in 
December, 1839, to that effect. I said so again in my circular, 
which was reprinted everywhere. I knew & felt the necessity of 
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this, and over & over again thus guarded myself. I knew the 
ultraism of a large portion of the Whig party, the tax-receiving, 
not the tax-paying portion of our people. Mr. Calhoun will 
bear me witness that I have twenty times warned them (when 
we were intimate) that he was going into too close an alliance 
with the Northern Whigs. I think, as I have heretofore said to 
you, that we are destined to see a very remarkable revolution in 
the politics of the North on that subject, as their people must 
see that they will lose more than they can gain by the exercise of 
these despotic powers. Their only chance will be to indemnify 
themselves for what they lose by the West taking the lion's share 
— by plundering us more deeply ; but we of the South are really 
too poor to be an object to both. I do not, however, like the tone 
and spirit of Laurence's remarks at a late meeting in Boston. 
But he is literally the factor of Lowell, sells all their manufac- 
tures on commission. 

I have written to Preston, & sent him your plan of a bank. 
If he is not punctual in his correspondence with you, it is from 
his habitual carelessness. I know no one who enjoys a larger 
share of his friendship and respect. Indeed, it is from a very 
long and close friendship with Harper and Preston that it seems 
to me that you and I have been cronies always. The only 
imaginable benefit from a National Bank that your plan would 
not possess is what I suggested — a sort of superstition in such an 
institution — a confidence increased by its simplicity and perhaps 
impaired by the apparent (not real) complexity of your plan. 
All the real advantages to be secured by a charter are the power 
of suing, &c, and the public deposits. The former is as effect- 
ually obtained by the charter emanating from the separate State 
Legislatures (or, as Calhoun would say, by the concurrent ma- 
jorities, instead of the aggregate majority). The deposits, too, 
would be secured by the act. I remember that at the period of 
the removal of the deposit, I wrote a little article suggesting that 
Biddle (that greatest of charlatans, by the way) should apply to 
each of the States for a charter — something like your idea, with 
the very important difference, however, that you propose to make 
the Federal Govt, indorse the State paper for the capital. That 
itself would be worth the experiment. It would raise the credit 
of the States perhaps. Some are of the notion that many of the 
States are now on the eve of fraudulent bankruptcy. No sacri- 
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fioe is too great to prevent such a blight upon our prosperity, & 
eternal stain on our national character as for any respectable 
State to refuse to pay interest on its debt. 

I am decidedly of opinion that Mr. Tyler, trammelled and 
involved as he is by his messages and other causes, can do no- 
thing better. In that event, a bill should be drawn, and most 
carefully drawn, and be ready. He would be a false friend to 
the President who should tell him there were not difficulties in 
the way. Those difficulties, I am satisfied, grew out of an earnest 
and sincere effort to conform his past as well as present opinions 
to his party connections. 

Amongst the little coincidences that we cannot account for, & 
perhaps are not worth it if we could, was one which occurred to- 
night. I said to my son at supper, "If you set to work and study, 
son, reasonably well this winter, I will send you in the spring 
to Williamsburgh to Prof. Tucker." In ten minutes afterwards 
I received your letter, in which you so kindly allude to him. 
He has just graduated at Princeton; is, I think, and so was 
regarded there, a lad of fine talents. He is full of all honorable & 
captivating qualities, but has very much neglected his education, 
but I hope not irreparably. He promises me to study this winter, 
which I hope he will. He will be with his mother, to whom he 
is very much devoted, as are all whose natures are finely touched, 
and perhaps she may get him in the traces. If he does give any 
indications of doing so, I shall certainly send him to you. If 
not, I shall put him at something else. I hate a jackleg, and of 
all jacklegs, a jackleg lawyer is I think most contemptible. You 
as a man can realize the idea of a warm friendship between 
persons who have not seen each other. With men of certain 
characters & qualities I think that sort of friendship is the 
strongest. I trust it will even be so with us; at all events, I 
intend to risk a personal interview. Until then, and I trust ever 
afterwards, I beg you to believe me, in all sincerity & truth, 
Yr friend, Waddt Thompson. 



From Waddy Thompson. 

Edgefield, March 13, 1842. 
My Dear Sir : 

I am thus far on my way to Mexico. It is desirable on every 
account, public & private, that I should be at my post as early 
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as practicable. I did not go to Washington to secure the ap- 
pointment. I would not now do it. In truth, I took no step in 
the matter but to write to two other friends besides yourself, 
and it cost me an effort to do that. Indeed, I could not have 
brought myself to it, but that my feelings had become deeply 
interested to thwart the efforts of covert & insidious enemies. 
I very well know to whom I am indebted for Mr. Tyler's de- 
cision, and you shall always know that I duly appreciate it. The 
mission is now the most important of any. It is made greatly 
more so by the imbecility or weakness manifested by Ellis. If 
the world, as well as myself, are not greatly mistaken in my 
character, you will have no cause to blush for your friend. No- 
thing could have been more agreeable to me than your sugges- 
tions about remonstrating against a continuance of hostilities 
against Texas. Mr. Tyler is fully impressed with the importance 
to the South of a pacification, and I could wish that through you 
or Upshur, he would give me pretty strong instructions on the 
subject. There is some difficulty in these instructions coming 
through the Secretary of State. Mr. Tyler's own views are up 
to the hub. I was the first man to raise my voice in favor of 
Texas, not from any sympathy with the renegrades, but from 
a conviction of the importance of their success to the South. It 
is a fine corps de reserve to fall back upon. It was on my motion 
that its recognition was authorized by Congress, and by an in- 
trigue of mine with Tom Eitchie (who was in Washington) that 
Jackson at once nominated the minister. I shall have an addi- 
tional inducement to serve them, in that in serving them I shall 
serve you or yours. You see that Upshur has redeemed fully 
the pledge that I gave you in advance that he would fully vindi- 
cate himself. There is no feeling amongst the gentlemen of this 
State but of scorn for that little manakin Johnson. I once had 
some regard for the creature for the same reason that you had 
respect for his father and family, but he is a worthless, unprin- 
cipled fellow. I know it. He was clerk of the Board of Trus- 
tees, of _ which I was a member, and there again violated the 
most sacred confidence by writing to Professor Dew that Judge 
Harper and Butler had spoken disparagingly of him. The truth 
being that I never heard higher eulogies than they both pro- 
nounced upon him. He has not in the world more warm friends 
and admirers than they both are. 
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My son will be with you in a few days. I cannot give you 
higher evidence of my respect than by committing to you my 
only son, and still more by accumulating these my obligations 
to you. There are but few men to whom I would choose to be in- 
debted for even one favor. A parent is not a fair judge, but I 
will give you the undivided opinion of all who know him — 
teachers as well as companions — that he possesses uncommon 
talents, and is full of all generous, affectionate & high qualities. 
He never has studied, and I fear never will. I am sure he will 
not, if he does not with you. It is his own wish to go to Wil- 
liamsburgh, mainly on account of the great admiration he has 
for you; and Preston writes to me, if Tucker cannot excite a 
tone of study and high purposes, no man living can. I believe 
he is free from vices, or tendencies to them, bvit his temper is in 
an eminent degree social and flexible, and rather than separate 
from or offend others, he will sometimes join them in scenes 
which are neither prompted b}' his own inclinations nor approved 
by his judgment. I pray you that, if his course is such as he 
promises me it will be, that you will write to his mother. It is, 
I assure you, my dear sir, a consolation in the very severe hour 
of parting from my family to know that my son will be left 
under your charge. 

I could not finish half that I have to say to you before morn- 
ing. This much of my time even is more than I could have 
devoted to any other. I shall write you by every opportunity 
from Mexico. 

Ever yours truly, W. Thompson. 



To Dr. Silliman, New Haven, Conn. 

Williamsburg, Va., July 29, 1844. 
Sir: 

I beg you to pardon the liberty I am taking. It will carry its 
own best apology. 

The College of William and Mary, at this place, of which I am 
a professor is overshadowed by venerable old elm trees of a noble 
growth. Between my house and that of my next neighbor, Jacob 
C. Sheldon, extends a row of the same, older and larger. They 
are of the kind commonly called the Dutch elm, and are all 
probably more than one hundred years old. There is an insect 
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that preys on this tree, and on nothing else that I know of but 
the hop vine. It attacked the trees at the College for the first 
time last year. There is a small yellow bug with wings, which 
lays an egg, from which proceeds a worm about half an inch in 
length. The bug itself attacks and injures the leaves. The 
worm then appears (in this climate) about the first of July, and 
in ten days the trees are stripped. The worm then forms a 
yellow chrysalis, from which the fly has already issued. 

We are told that you have the game tree at New Haven, & 
have discovered some remedy for this pest. Will you have the 
goodness to let us know what it is? My childhood was passed 
under these trees, and now at three-score, when most of my con- 
temporaries have gone before me to the graves, I feel as if it 
would be a pious duty to preserve them from destruction, and 
leave this one memorial of the past to my children's children. 
As I am about to leave home, a letter to Mr. Sheldon, conveying 
the desired information, would be thankfully received. 

With great respect, I am, sir, 

Your obed' Serv', B. Tuckek. 



"VIRGINIA GAZETTE." 

Extracts. 

(Continued from page 83.) 
July 18, 1751. 

Letters by the Dutchess of Queensbury, from London, advice, 
That the Hon. Robert Dunwiddie, Esq., is appointed Lieutenant- 
Governor of this Colony, and is preparing to set out for his 
Government. 

To be sold at Auction, on the 29th of this Instant, July, at 
the late Dwelling-house of William Massie, deceas'd, by the Ex- 
ecutors of the said Massie, about 350 Pounds Sterling's Worth 
of European Goods, sorted. Credit will be allowed until June, 
1752, the Buyer giving Security as usual. Also a very good two 
Wheel Chaise, and Harness for two Horses, and a Chair for one 
Horse with Harness; also some Horses, and good Household 
Furniture. 

On Tuesday, the sixth Day of August next, at Hampton, will 
be sold, pursuant to a Decree of the Honourable the General 



